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NARPO 
NORFOLK BRANCH NEWSLETTER  

                               National N.A.R.P.O CONFERENCE 2016 

The annual Conference was held in Torquay this year and six delegates 
represented the Norfolk Branch. here were only three motions up for debate, none 
of which were really contentious and two of the three were defeated. The 
Rotherham Branch proposed the level of precept (the amount Branches pay to HQ) 
is reduced from 40% to 30% and Barnsley Branch proposed the NEC fund one 
member per Branch to attend Conference. Both these motions were lost. The third 
one proposed by Birmingham related to the modernising of ‘supersleuth’ which is 
the data base used by HQ and Branches to administer membership. This was 
overwhelmingly supported with 93% of the vote. 

The most memorable part of Conference was an inspirational speech by Simon 
Weston, the Falkland War veteran. What an amazing man!. He had everyone in the 
hall spellbound by his story which was delivered with humility, incredible honesty 
and humour. There were times when everyone, and I mean everyone, brushed a 
tear from their eye as we all listened to his lovely Welsh lilt. His slot came to an end  
only too soon and he received a standing ovation he so richly deserved.  
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IN MEMORIAM 

It is with sadness we announce the death of the following:                                        

Adrian Huggins, John Lacey, John Williams,  

13th November 2016 

As always members of the Norfolk Branch will  lay 
wreaths around the county in remembrance of all those 
who  have given their life for their Country. 
NARPO will also be involved in the parade march past at 
the Cenotaph in Whitehall and Gus Williams is part of 
the NARPO delegation, representing the Norfolk 
Branch.   
On Friday 11th November, Mr Bert Herrington our 

Branch President, will join the Chief Constable,            

Mr  Simon Bailey and the PCC , Mr Lorne Green, in    

laying a wreath in St Andrew’s Chapel, Norwich         

Cathedral  in a special act of remembrance, following a 

short service in St Saviour’s  Chapel.     

  A plea from the Secretary 

I apologise for repeating myself but can I ask you  

if you have changed your e-mail address to let 

me have your new one.  Every time I send out 

the Newsletter by   e-mail 

I get some bounce back 

because the e-mail is no 

longer live. 

      Thank you 

999 Carol Service 

Norwich Cathedral 

Monday 5th December 

2016,  

All to be seated by 

7.30pm 
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ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE 

Attendance Allowance is a benefit paid to people who are 65 or over who have care needs, to help with ex-

tra costs of long term illness or disability. It is not means tested so can be paid regardless of your income,     

savings or National Insurance contribution record and is a tax free benefit. 

There are no restrictions on how you can spend your Allowance, and you do not have to spend it on paying 

for the care that you need. For example you could use it for taxi expenses to get to a social club . 

Your council or health trust can take Attendance Allowance  into consideration when calculating how much 

you might need to pay for any care services you receive  from them. 

To qualify for Attendance Allowance you must meet the following criteria : 

 be aged 65 or over 

 need help looking after yourself because you have a disability or illness 

 have had the disability or illness for at least six months (you can make your claim before the six months 
 have passed, but you will not receive any payment until they have) 

 meet the residence and presence conditions 

There are two levels of  Attendance Allowance; Lower Rate (£55.10 per week)  for those who qualify for day time only 

assistance and the Higher rate ( £82.30 per week) for those that need both day time and night time assistance. 

The important thing to remember is that there is a need for care and support not whether you are receiving it. In other 

words think about the help you need, not just the help that  you currently get.   

If you qualify for Attendance Allowance this may open the doors to additional benefits which may ease a   

financial burden. 

For free, confidential information and advice contact Age UK Norfolk advice hotline on 0300 500 1217  

Between 10am and 4.00pm daily Monday to Friday. 

 

 

Interesting Job Opportunity with I Drive U Chauffeur Service 

The below retired police officer has  requested I circulate the below to our members. I do not  know  Charlie Phesse and I have 
know knowledge of his company so if you are interested I will leave it to you to make your own enquiries.   

“……….Our Chauffeur Service has been running since 2001 during which time our client numbers have risen to around 400.  We are 
based in West Sussex and already have chauffeurs in many parts of Great Britain. 

All our chauffeurs are serving or retired Police drivers, are self employed, and are free to accept or decline offers to drive without 
prejudice, so there are no minimum hours required over any given period of time. 

To meet our clients’ needs we are warmly inviting retired colleagues from your area to join the team to drive our clients’ vehicles, 
on the clients' fully comprehensive insurance, to their social and business events in a wide range of vehicles. 

The chauffeurs are currently paid £9 per hour (plus allowances) for every hour they are assigned to the client, including waiting 
time. 

I served in Sussex and retired in 1993.  My wife, Anne, is the boss and runs the company supported by our daughters Victoria and 
Ally.  This is a very successful family business with a client list that includes the Titled, Sports & TV personalities, Lawyers and high 
profile business people so the ability to give a safe and smooth drive, discretion, punctuality and a smart  appearance are essential. 

Details of our company can be found on our website www.idriveu.com 

I would be most grateful if you would circulate this invitation amongst your colleagues.  We are not restricted to office hours but 
should anyone encounter the answering machine, we will get back to you as soon as possible.  We also welcome enquiries on the 
contact page of our website…..” 

To contact  Charlie Phesse, ring   01403 865412 or 07769714661 

http://www.idriveu.com
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A message from the Vice Chairman of the Norfolk Branch 

NARPO Days Out 

Firstly thank you all for your kind comments and emails regarding the Broads trip on Saturday 17th      

September; everybody who took part enjoyed the day and the magnificent Hog Roast provided by 

Cawdrons Butchers and as I said when I provided the information on the trip, Cawdrons said “you    

wouldn’t eat us out” and sure enough we didn’t. I know some people managed four portions myself I 

couldn’t manage two. 

I have already been asked if we can do it again next year, well why not, however, we will need more to 

take part. 

NARPO Norfolk Branch is nearing 900 members; let’s say only 50% have a partner that makes 1350. We 

managed 52 members and partners plus 12 guests who we needed to help make up numbers; a very 

poor turn out I think you would agree. 

Why? 

I arranged the trip on a Saturday so that members who work could attend, if there were any, it was very 

few, most were the faithful’s who come to most events. Secondly it is difficult to hire the Queen of the 

Broads for a Private Party this boat is used daily on service and was not available until 17th September. 

Had you have paid full price including the Hog Roast it would be in the region of £30 per head. NARPO 

Members and their principal guest paid just £10 per head and £14 for a guest. Good Value or not? 

Please tell us why you are not willing to join in our events. I know a lot of you say you do not read the 

newsletter or even look on line at our website www.narponorfolk.org   

Email me with your comments and suggestions at narpowest@btinternet.com. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Stan Watkinson. 

Vice Chair NARPO Norfolk. 

THE BBC IS LOOKING FOR ASSISTANCE 

BBC Current Affairs are currently undertaking research for an investigative series exploring unsolved crimes and cases     
deserving of further attention, to be published in the UK next year. 

The BBC’s Current Affairs Department has a record of producing thoughtful investigative documentaries on a number of 
sensitive issues, for which we've received critical praise and awards.  

We are interested in speaking to officers who have an awareness of a particular case, and who would be willing to have a 
short research conversation with a BBC journalist. 

We want to better understand the challenges facing officers in these circumstances, as well as exploring different               
storytelling methods for cases of this nature.  

All research conversations will be treated with the utmost confidence, and making contact does not commit individuals to 
taking part in the project in any way. If you are interested please email james.stewart02@bbc.co.uk for more details. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this information and we look forward to hearing from you. 

James Stewart 

BBC Digital Current Affairs  
 New Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London, W1A 1AA

james.stewart02@bbc.co.uk  

http://www.narponorfolk.org
mailto:narpowest@btinternet.com
mailto:james.stewart02@bbc.co.uk
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SOCIAL EVENTS AROUND THE COUNTY 

A number of Committee members arrange ‘get togethers’ in 

various parts of the county and we urge you to support an 

event near you. Forthcoming events are: 

West Norfolk—Christmas lunch -11.30am for 12.30pm on 
Monday 12th December 2016 at the  Crown Inn, Gayton. 
£13 per head for members and their principle guest and £15.90 
per head for non members. Cheques made payable to NARPO 
Norfolk Branch to Stan Watkinson, St Winifreds, Lynn Road, 
Gayton, Kings Lynn PE 32 1QJ or ring him on 01553 636629. 
 
Great Yarmouth - Christmas Dinner will be held again at the 
Furzedown  Hotel, Great Yarmouth on Friday 9th December 
2016.,  7.00pm for 7.30pm. The cost this year is £25 per  head 
for  members  and their principle guest and £28 per head for 
non members. Helen Wickens has picked up the baton to      
organise this event this year so please contact her  on 01493 
728166 or 07793846524 if you want to join in. 

(Regular attendees will have received the normal letter by 
now.)  

Mid Norfolk—Christmas lunch 12.30pm for 1.00pm on         
Saturday 26th November 2016 at the Kings Head Hotel, 
North Elmham. 3 courses £16.50 2 courses £14.50  per head for 
NARPO members and principle guest  and Non members 
£19.50 and £17.50 respectively. Menu can be viewed at 
www.kingsheadhotel.net—To book contact Ian Taylor 01362 
668613 

 
Norwich Natter— Monday 28th November 2016 at the 
White Horse Trowse from 6.30pm all welcome including 
wives and partners. Food available but please let Brian 
Pincher know if you intend to eat on 07795507421 

                                               

 

                                                     THE CHAIRMAN’S PEN 

 

 

  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

May I update you on some forthcoming changes to the 
Branch Committee.  Firstly, our stalwart of some 14 years, 
Eric (Sam) Bussey is retiring at the next AGM in March, 2017. 
As many of you will know, Eric was Secretary/Treasurer for 
over a decade and having handed over to Helen Wickens, 
continued as Assistant Secretary/Treasurer until the present 
time.  During his time as Secretary membership grew        
considerably.  He always carried  membership application 
forms and never missed a chance to sign up a new          
member. Branch records and administration procedures    
improved immensely. 

In 2009 he was "blessed" with a computer in order to       
communicate with Wakefield, something he dreaded but like 
all his sporting activities is something he mastered.  At the 
last committee meeting it was decided to give him the      
computer as a parting gift; he has since categorically stated to 
me that he did not want any further gifts or thanks, just to  
retire gracefully.  

The AGM early  next  year will see a new Assistant Secretary 
elected and we believe we have a willing volunteer in the 
wings. 

I am also hopeful that Brian Pincher will join the               
Committtee.  Brian has been organising "The Trowse Natter" 
for some time which has proved popular and the sort of   
gathering also organised by other members which goes down 
well across the County.  Brian is well respected by other 
members of the committee and I think he will fit in well.  At the 
time of writing the choice is his, so watch this space next time. 

We still need an active member to join the Committee from 
the Great Yamouth side of the county, so please, if  you are 
interested, make  contact with us   

On a slightly different subject some of you will know I have 
been on light duties since our last committee meeting in July, 
having a little heart trouble.  Fortunately I have a very good 
Vice Chairman, Stan Watkinson and he covered Conference 
and a recent very long day at Wakefield, with Helen, for a 
seminar appertaining to the proposed new rules.  I am now 
responding to the pills and getting back to some form of     
normality.  My thanks to everybody for their help and good 
wishes. 

Our President, Bert       Herrington, has also made a full re-
covery from his fall earlier in the year and he is back on track 
again. 

 

Best wishes,   

Colin Fox.  

Chairman. 
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